FERNWOCOD AVE "PI LOT" 01/ 28/ 2020

EXT. BRIAN AND CLAIRE' S HOUSE- DAY 1

A warm sunmer eveni ng. BRI AN, | ate 20s, average | ooking guy,
is carrying their daughter, two year old GRACIE, and the baby
carrier wwth nmonth old LEAH into the house, while CLAIRE,
Brian's wife, late 20s, is behind him

BRI AN
Ch, Claire, don't forget to grab the
groceries fromthe back seat.

CLAlI RE
Yep, I'Il grab them

Cl aire wal ks back down to their m nivan, peering up at the
canera crew quickly and then to the van to reach down to grab
t he di aper bag as MATT, m d-20s, lives across the street from
Brian and Cl aire, waves over to them

BRI AN
Dude, what's up?

Matt crosses the street. Hmand Brian stand in Brian's front
| awn.

MATT
Wll, Julieis literally about to pop,
but dude, I'"'mon it. |'ve read every
parenti ng book known to man. |I'm so

ready for this baby.

BRI AN
It seens |ike you're nore ready than
Julie is.
MATT TALKI NG HEAD
MATT
| do feel like |"mprepared. |I'mthe

one readi ng these books, she's just
going by her notherly instincts |
guess. There's only one right way to
do this and it's to read the books. |
don't want to screw this up, nman. |
want to be the dad ny dad never was.

Claire wal ks down to the sidewal k where Matt and Brian are
t al ki ng.



CLAI RE
Hey Matt, how s Julie doing?

MATT
Ch ya know, she's just trying to hang
in there. She's got |ike a week left,
but I"mnot that worried. | think we
will be good parents. (A beat) At
| east | hope.

BRI AN
Dude, don't even worry. Parenting is
easy.

CLAI RE

Oh right, because you' ve never changed
a diaper full of shit. It's easy for
men to say that parenting is a breeze.

Over wal ks ERIC, |late 20s, New York accent, Brian and
Claire's neighbor to the right, fromhis car, he just pulled
into his driveway.

ERI C
Ohhh damm, what are we tal ki ng about ?
What conversation did | just walk in
on?

BRI AN
Okay wait, | definitely have. (Turns
to Eric) My man, how s it goin'?

Brian and Eric do their usual handshake.
ERI C TALKI NG HEAD

ERI C
|"mEric Fiore. | live next door to
Brian and Claire. My wife Staci and |
nmoved in to this nei ghborhood about
two years ago. |'ma social studies
teacher at the local elenmentary schoo
and despite what Brian says, he
doesn't "own" this block. He's not the
| eader, no one is... except ne.
(laughs loudly) Nah, |I'mjust joshing.

Claire keeps the argunent on track.

CLAlI RE
Brian, you have not changed any



di apers. But Matt, listen. |I'msure
you guys will be fine. Just change a
few di apers once in awhile.

ERI C
Oh yeah, | know about changi ng
di apers. It's awful, dude don't do it,
just don't. Never offer to either.
Listen to ne.

CLAI RE
(Laughs sarcastically) Eric, don't
tell himthat. What would Staci say if
she knew you said that?

STACI wal ks over frominside the house, |ate 20s, very
pretty, stronger New York accent than Eric, with baby G A on
her hi p.

STACI
If I knew Eric said what? (Staci
chuckl es and wal ks cautiously down
Brian and Caire's | awn)

BRI AN
Oh god. How are you gonna get yourself
out of this one, man?

ERI C
Honey, nothing. Don't even worry about
it.

CLAI RE
He was tal ki ng about how he avoi ds
changing diapers at all costs... Is

that true?

STACI
Ch, for sure. The mnute | lay either
G a or Siena on the changing table,
BOOM he is immedi ately no where to be
f ound.

STACI TALKI NG HEAD

STACI
H, I'"'mStaci, |'msure Eric has
al ready done one of these interview
things and I'msure he told you that
we are married. | ama high school
english teacher. And in regards to the



whol e debate with nmen pitching in with
their kids, | feel like that's with
nost nen. They are tired when they
come home fromwork, and just plop
their ass down on the couch. Like you
think I didn't do anything all day?
Like I didn't birth these seven
pound... things out of ny hoo-ha,
right? Wong. They're half yours after
all, Eric. (A beat) At least |I'm
pretty sure.

BRI AN TALKI NG HEAD

BRI AN
Here's the run down. So basically, al
of us have lived on Fernwood Avenue
for about two years now, since the
nei ghbor hood was first built in '98,
and we thought it would be a cool idea
to bring in a camera crewto filmthe
street and how coupl es starting
famlies, like us, live in a starter
nei ghborhood like this. | don't know,
it seens |ike an interesting concept.
|, of course, being the cool est guy on
this block, but don't tell Matt, or
Eric, | said that. (A beat) And al so
| HAVE changed di apers before. Plenty
of them 1| always offer to change
di apers, but | guess Claire just
prefers to do it herself. Wat am |l
supposed to do? Beg her?

| NT. BRIAN AND CLAIRE'S HOUSE- THAT EVENI NG D1

Fades in to show Cl aire changing Leah's diaper in the living
roomand Brian is playing a game with G acie.

BRI AN
G acie, who is this?

Brian holds up a card with 11th president Janes Polk on it.

GRACI E
Poke-it! Poke-it!

BRI AN
Yeah, Janes Pol k!



Claire | ooks over and smles as she carries Leah over to the
couch to sit next to Gacie who is clapping her hands and
giggling to herself.

CLAI RE TALKI NG HEAD

CLAI RE
Brian has been going through this card
set wwth Gacie for nonths now and
she's actually able to identify nost
of the presidents just by their
pi cture.

Brian hol ds up another card, this one with George Washi ngton
on it.

GRACI E
Wash-t on.

BRI AN
CGeor ge Washi ngt on, nmhm

Brian high fives Gracie and lifts her up above his head.

BRI AN
You smarty pants! Alright, |lets get
paj amas on and teeth brushed and you
gotta pick out a book for me to read
okay? How about... Rattle Trap Car?

GRACI E
Yeah!

Claire picks up Gracie and Leah and brings themupstairs to
change theminto their pajams. Gracie gets into her bed and
Leah is put in her crib.

BRI AN
Al righty, goodnight!

CLAI RE
Goodni ght ny sweet angel s! (Shuts the
door softly and whispers to Brian) Do
you want to watch Friends?

BRI AN
(Wi spers) No. How about Freaks and
Geeks?

CLAI RE

Fi ne.



They wal k into their bedroom and get ready for bed as Brian
turns the TV on to "Freaks and Geeks" on NBC.

BRI AN
| wonder how Matt and Julie are really
feeling right now. You know, pre-
children? These are their |ast couple
nont hs before they don't have any nore
free tinme left.

CLAI RE
Yeah, |'m curious too. Obviously I
woul dn't trade G acie and Leah for
anyt hi ng, but do you renenber those
days when we had all the tinme to
oursel ves? W could go out to dinner
w t hout worryi ng about anything or
anyone. Focus solely on each other and
| earning every little thing about each
ot her. That although those little
munchki ns are a bl essing, there al so
conmes tribul ati ons and bunpy roads
al ong the way, testing our nmarri age.
You know, it's just difficult
sonetines. (Tears up a little)

BRI AN
Wll | wouldn't either and of course |
remenber. (Smling softly, kisses
Claire) But | think the kids have
brought us cl oser sonehow. By testing
our marriage in a good way and proving
that we are a good team And | think
that's what Matt and Julie wll
realize too.

BRI AN TALKI NG HEAD

BRI AN
| nmean sure, sonetines | mss the days
when it was just nme and Claire. But of
course, | thank God that we have
G acie and Leah. | wouldn't trade them
for anything. Maybe | should change a
di aper once in a while, just to pitch
in. You know. Be a dad. Whatever. Is
that stupid? Eric would kill nme for
even asking that.



I NT. MATT AND JULIE'S HOUSE- THAT SAME EVEN NG D2

Matt and Julie are sitting in bed, Matt is reading a
parenti ng book and Julie has their dog Skipper in her |ap.
She starts crying.

MATT
Jul es, what's wong?
JULI E
| don't know. |I'mjust panicking a

little bit because this baby could
literally be here any tinme now.

MATT
| know, but we got this honey. |'ve
read |li ke ten parenting books al ready
and |'ve done ny research and you know
what's happening so it's probably-

JULI E
Matt, honey, the books aren't just
going to magically solve every probl em
or every thing that will cone up while
rai sing this baby. They only cover the
basi cs. There are going to be nonents
where we are going to have no idea
what to do, but figure it out as we
go. That's what every new parent has
to do.

MATT
| get that, but this is the closest
thing we have until we have our own
experience and |I'mnot taking that
l[ightly. And al so, we have Brian and
Claire and Eric and Staci right across
the street if we ever have questions.
| don't know how reliable Brian's
advice will be, or Eric and Staci's
for that matter... but you know, we
can always ask Claire.

INT. ERIC AND STACI'S LI VING ROOM THAT SAME EVEN NG D2

Eric is sitting on the couch playing a ganme on his Sega
Dreanctast and Staci cones down the stairs in her pajanas.

STAC
Eric, are you still playing that
stupi d game?



ERI C
Crazy Taxi is not stupid, honey. It's
really fun.

STACI
| married a child.

ERI C
Ch, conme on. Just sit over here with
nme. The ganme is alnost over. Did you
put the kids to bed?

STAC
Yeah, |ike an hour ago. WII you
pl ease cone up to bed?

ERI C
Ch. (Sets the gane controll er down,
yawns and stretches) Yeah, | probably

shoul d. Tonorrow is a pretty intense
day in nmy second grade social studies
cl ass.

Both wal k to their bedroom

STAC
Oh yeah?

ERI C
Yeah, they're gonna be watching a very
in depth docunentary about the flag.

STACI
Wel | damm, you better rest up then.
You' ve got a big day ahead of you.
Siena's got a big day too. It's show
and tell in her kindergarten cl ass.

ERI C
(Lifts the covers on their bed and
gets in) What is she show ng and
telling?

STACI
Didn't you hear? She nentioned at
di nner tonight that she wanted to
bring her baby sister and | told her
that she can't bring G a because she
will be at daycare while nmommy and
daddy are teaching.



ERI C
Oh right, | forgot. What is she going
to bring instead?

STACI
Who knows. She will probably just end
up bringing M. Snuffles.

ERI C TALKI NG HEAD

ERI C
M. Snuffles the elephant? It's a safe
choi ce, she could do so nmuch better.
t hi nk the obvious w nner would be to
bri ng Beans the nonkey. Let ne tell
you, that guy has been through it.

I NT. MATT AND JULIE'S HOUSE- THE NEXT MORNI NG D2

Matt heats up a pot of coffee as the TV softly nmurnurs about
recent election status between Gore and Bush.

MATT
Hey honey, |'m about to head out to
work a little early today, | have a
couple projects | need to finish
bef ore tonorrow

MATT TALKI NG HEAD

MATT
| work at a company called AEP. | am
an | T Architect, which just neans that
day to day, | build and devel op
websites. It's a good job, | can't
conpl ai n.

Julie stands at the top of the stairs that overl ook the
kit chen.

JULI E
Matt, | think ny water just broke.

MATT
VWhat ? You t hi nk?

Matt sets down his travel nug of coffee onto the counter
abruptly.



10.

JULI E
Yeah, | nean |"'mpretty sure.

MATT
Well, we should head to the hospital
and take the hospital bag | spent
hours packi ng up. Ri ght??

Matt frantically picks up the hospital bag sitting on the
edge of the couch.

JULI E
Yes, we probably should go to the
hospi t al

MATT

Have you been tim ng your
contractions? Are they at |east five
to six mnutes apart? That's what one
of the book |I read said they should be
before we go to the hospital.

Julie steps off of the stairs and into the kitchen with her
hand resting on her back, where Matt | ooks at her, slightly
concer ned.

JULI E
Yeah, They are about five m nutes
ri ght now.
MATT
kay, well let's just go to the
hospital right now just in case this

is it.
Matt sets down his briefcase and scranbles to grab the
hospital bag and his travel mug of coffee.

JULI E
kay babe, ow. Let's go. (Julie w nces
in pain, holding her stomach before
wal ki ng out the garage door).

Matt carries Julie's hand to help her down the driveway.
MATT
That's it, just breathe. Ch ny god,
it's happening. It's happening.

Julie glares at the canera and rolls her eyes.
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JULI E
Matt, you need to breathe. Cone on,
honey. In and out. There ya go.

MATT
| just can't believe |I'mactually
going to be a father. This is crazy.

JULI E
| may just drive nyself to the
hospital ...

MATT

No. Sorry, |I'mgetting in.

Matt grabs the hospital bag and quickly tosses it in the
backseat of the Honda and backs out of the driveway.

| NT. HOSPI TAL- TEN M NUTES LATER- D2

Matt rushes, shoving the doors open on his way in, Julie
behi nd him

MATT
(Qut of breath) H . (Tries to catch
it) H. My wife... is... (an awkward
beat) the baby... conm ng..

NURSE
Sir, try to cal mdown. Everything is
going to be just fine. | just need you
to fill out a few of these forns and
your wife will be taken back to a

room okay?

MATT
(Stil trying to catch his breath)
Yeah, yeah. Okay. Thank you.

MATT TALKI NG HEAD

MATT
To be fair, | don't think I'mas ready
as | thought I was to be a father. |
don't think anyone really can be fully
ready until it happens. The books just
cover the basics. Truth is, |'m scared
to death.
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INT. JULIE'S HOSPI TAL ROOM- FI VE M NUTES LATER- D2

Matt jogs down the hallway to room 115 where Julie is |aying
in the bed and the nurse is checking her vitals.

MATT
Hello, I"'mJulie' s husband Matt.
Ner vous soon to be father, heh.
(Nervously chuckl es).

NURSE #2 ( OLDER WOVAN)
Hello M. White. Everything is going
to be just fine, don't you worry.

Nurse #2 waves at the canera crew, cracks a smle, though
| ooks a little confused at first.

JULI E
| think he is freaking out nore than
am

JULI E TALKI NG HEAD

JULI E
| am a patient care assistant and |
have been working there for the past
four years. | love ny job, especially
because | can work around my nursing
school schedule, which is basically
any tine | want to. Yes, | amalso in
nursi ng school, which is a lot, but I
honestly woul dn't have it any other
way. It's my passion, which is why I
think I mght be nore at ease than
Matt is because at least | know what's
goi ng on, scientifically speaking.

MATT
|"mnot freaking out. | think the way
|"mreacting is conpletely nornal.

NURSE #2
It is, sugar. Sonetinmes the soon-to-be
fathers pass out or throw up from
nerves, so | think you're actually
doing a great job of keeping it
t oget her.

NURSE #2 TALKI NG HEAD

Nurse #2 wal ks to the chair hesitantly where the interviewis



set up after asking if she can do one.

NURSE #2
Should I just sit here in this chair?
Ckay, okay. (A beat, she looks into
the canera) | just really wanted to do
one of these interviewthings since
I'mkind of a part of whatever this is
now. How s ny hair |ook? (pats at the
back of her hair) Yeah, | saw Ms
White do one of these. Um anyway, hi.
Hello, ny nane is Ruth Carter and |'ve
been a nurse at this |ovely hospital
in Col unbus for about twelve years now
and | amdelighted to help this couple
deliver their first baby.

NURSE RUTH
Now, it says here you guys live at 349
Fer nnood Avenue, is that in the
Ri verval | ey Hi ghl ands subdi vi si on?

JULI E
Yes, why? Are you famliar with the
nei ghbor hood?

NURSE RUTH
Famliar? | just noved in to 314
Fer nnood Avenue! | live just up the

street fromyou guys.

MATT
Oh wow, no way! What are the odds of
t hat ?!

JULI E
Ww, that's crazy.

NURSE RUTH
Ri ght. Yeah, | actually live there
with nmy husband, all three of ny kids
graduated fromcoll ege and are off on
their owmn with their own kiddos. My
gor geous grandbabi es.

JULI E
Aw, that's wonderful. | can't believe
that in several hours, | will be a

not her nysel f.

13.



NURSE RUTH
They grow up so fast. Don't |et your
baby grow up too fast. (A beat)
Alright, let's get you a heart nonitor
for the baby.

The doctor knocks and proceeds to enter the room

DOCTOR KAUFFVAN
Hello M. and Ms. Wiite. | am doctor
Kauffman and | will be delivering your
baby. | have a few concerns about the
size this baby will be, as well as the
fact that you are not progressing in
dilation. The baby is having late
decel erati ons, which neans the heart
rate is starting to drop.

JULI E
| was afraid of that. Can we just do a
C- Secti on?

DOCTOR KAUFFMAN
Yes, that's what | was going to
suggest. W are going to get you in
i redi at el y.

JULI E TALKI NG HEAD

JULI E
| was not planning on this at all.
It's all very scary and nerve-w acki ng
to hear your baby's heart rate is
slowy | owering. (Voice breaking) He
could die if we don't nove fast
enough. (A rather long beat) | can't
deal wth these caneras right now

Julie wi pes her eyes and waves her hand rapidly for the
camera crew to leave until after the baby is born

INT. JULIE'S HOSPI TAL ROOM: LATE THAT EVENI NG D2

NURSE RUTH
Here is your sweet baby boy. Have you
guys thought of a name for hinf

Nurse Ruth hands Julie the baby.

JULI E
Yes, we want to nane hi m Et han Janes.

14.



NURSE RUTH
Et han James White, sounds great,
ma' am

MATT

W wanted to nane himafter Julie's
father. He passed away this past
February.

NURSE RUTH
| amso sorry to hear that. | bet he
woul d be honored that you nanmed his
grandson after him

Tears streamfromJulie's face. She w pes them away while
hol di ng Et han with her other hand.

JULI E
| think he would be too.

JULI E TALKI NG HEAD

JULI E
Sorry about kicking you guys out
earlier. (Producers nmunbling "no" and
"don't worry about it" in the
background) | know, it's just that |
was so scared and irritabl e because |
wanted ny baby to be here. (A beat,
she sm | es and | ooks down at Ethan)
And now he finally is.

PRODUCER/ CAMERA CREW MEMBER
(During Julie's tal king head) Julie,
stop. There's really no need to

apol ogi ze.

MATT
Hey, I'm gonna give Brian and Claire a
call and tell them everything went
wel | .

JULI E

Good. They can cone here toni ght and
nmeet himif they want. Should we call
Eric and Staci?

MATT
Yeah, |'m sure they woul d. And,
probably not. | just feel like we

aren't close enough to themfor them

15.



Matt di al

to cone all the way here tonight.

JULI E
Yeah, that's probably true. | just
hope they don't get upset though.

MATT
| think they'd understand.

s Brian's nunmber and wal ks out into the hall.

MATT
Hey man, are you and Claire both in
the roomright now?

BRI AN
Yeah, what's up? |s everything okay?
Did Julie have the baby?

MATT
Yep, about an hour ago. |'mjust
standing in the hallway right now.

CLAlI RE
Oh ny gosh! Congratul ati ons you guys.
What did you nane hinP?

MATT
W& naned him Et han Janes after Julie's
dad.

BRI AN
That's awesone. |'msure if he were
here, he would appreciate that.

MATT
Yeah. Do you guys want to cone neet
the little guy? Julie wanted ne to ask
you guys if you'd want to.

BRI AN
Uh, yeah, would love to. W'll be
there in about 20 m nutes.

MATT
Al right, see you guys soon.

EXT. ERIC AND STACI'S FRONT DOOR- D2

Bri an wal
door.

16.

ks over to Eric and Staci's house, Eric answers the
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BRI AN
Hey! Whuld you and Staci be willing to
wat ch Gracie and Leah tonight? Julie
and Matt just had their baby and we
are leaving in a few mnutes to neet
him Sorry it's so spur of the noment.

ERI C
Oh really? Y-yeah, sure, sure we can.
STACI
(yells fromthe living room Wwo is
it?
ERI C
It's Brian.
STACI
(wal ks to the front door) Hey Brian,
what's up?
BRI AN
Hey Staci.
ERI C
| guess Julie had her baby.
STACI
No way!
ERI C

Yeah, so Brian is asking if we can
watch the little ones while they go
meet him

STAC
Oh, | see. Yeah sure Brian, go get the
littles and they can play with Gg and
Si ena. (Looks at Eric with a | ook).

STACI TALKI NG HEAD

STACI

Oh, so | see howit is. Julie and Matt
just decide to not invite us to the
hospital too? What are we not cl ose
enough for that? Let ne paint you a
l[ittle picture here: we were Matt and
Julie's first friends here on the

bl ock, even before Brian and Claire
moved in. I'mtellin' ya, this is a



little ridiculous. | don't even want
to meet the baby now. (A beat) OCkay
fine, I still do. But I"mnot going to

offer to hold him that's for sure.
ERI C TALKI NG HEAD

ERI C
Aml a little hurt Matt and Julie
didn't invite us to the hospital ?
Sure, but it's fine. Wien they get
home tonorrow, 1'Il be sure to give
Matt a hard tine about it. | know he
just had his first kid, but come on.

Brian and Claire bring Gacie and Leah over.

CLAlI RE
W won't be long, | prom se. Bye
Gracie, bye Leah. Mommy | oves you
bot h.

BRI AN
Bye ki ddos!

| NT. HOSPI TAL ENTRANCE- TVEENTY FIVE M NUTES LATER-

18.

D2

Brian and Claire enter in alittle bit of a rush.

CLAlI RE
Alright, let's just get up there, hold
t he baby, chat for a little bit, and
get out of here. The kiddos are
staying up late as it is. (Checks
wat ch) Babe, it's alnost 8:30. | don't
want to keep themat Eric and Staci's
for too long, it's alot to handle, a
baby, two toddlers, and a 6 year old.

BRI AN
| know. Don't worry, we will be in and
out .

Matt steps off the elevator waving to them
MATT

Hey you guys. Follow ne, we are on the
second f1l oor.



19.

Brian, Claire, and Matt all get on the elevator and walk to
Julie's room

JULI E
(I'n a hushed voice) H guys! Cone in,
come in.

CLAI RE

Oh ny goodness, he's precious, Jules.

BRI AN
He | ooks just like Matt.

JULI E
Thank you and | know, right! They
share the sane nose. Do you want to
hol d hi n?

CLAI RE
Yes!

BRI AN
(Looks directly at Matt, |aughs while
he is talking) | nmeant nore because
you are both bald and | ook |ike what
Yoda woul d look like if he were a
baby.

MATT
(chuckl es) Cee, thanks Bri an.

JULI E
You guys (laughs quietly).

Julie hands Ethan to Claire, who is standing right beside the
hospital bed and Brian cones up next to her.

CLAI RE
| kind of want anot her one.

BRI AN
Nooooooo. No no no.

INT. ERIC AND STACI 'S HOUSE- D2

Staci is holding Leah on the couch, Siena is playing with
Gracie on the floor, and Ga is sitting next to Staci.

STAC
Graci e, honey, are you hungry? Do you
want anything to eat?



GRACI E
No.

20.

Siena steals a barbie from Gacie's hand and Gracie starts

scream ng. Eric wal ks over to pick up Gacie and yells at

Si ena.

STACI

ERI C
Siena Marie, we don't steal things.
(Turns to Staci) W are not having
anynore kids, Stace. | can't even
handl e the two we have, inmagine if we
had two nore.

TALKI NG HEAD

STACI
(Stares at the canera for a few
seconds and whi spers) Eric doesn't
know yet, but... |I'mpregnant. (Bursts
out laughing) |I'mnot actually, but
woul dn't it be hilarious if I
pretended |ike |I was?

STAC
Hey sweets, | kind of need to tell you
sonet hi ng.

ERI C
Oh god, what is it? Please tell ne you
aren't pregnant. Do not tell ne that
right now, while we gotta take care of
all of them

STACI
Eric, honey. |I'm pregnant. (Scratches
her nose)

ERI C

No you're not.

STAC
| found out a few days ago.

ERI C
| know when you're |lying. You scratch
your nose when you're |ying.

STACI
| do not! |'m dead serious. Wuld |
lie to you?
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ERI C
Yes, you are right now.

STACI
(Puts her hands on his arns) Look at
me, Eric. W are having anot her baby.

ERI C
Real | y? You can't be serious right
now. No, there's no way.

STACI
Dam. | really thought | could
convi nce you.

ERI C
See, | just know you too well.
(chuckl es, pulls her close, and kisses
her on the cheek while Staci | aughs)

I NT. BRIAN AND CLAIRE'S CAR- D2

Brian is driving.

CLAI RE
|"'mso glad we were sone of the first
people to neet Ethan. He is so sweet.
| magi ne if Leah and Ethan got narried
when they grow up. They are literally
going to be best friends.

BRI AN
(yawns) Hah, that would be perfect.

CLAI RE
Do you think that Eric and Staci are
pi ssed they weren't invited to cone
nmeet Et han toni ght?

BRI AN
Probably nore Staci, | don't know if
Eric would be that broken up about it.
He's a guy, it's probably just nore
the principle of it.

CLAI RE
True. | kind of feel bad that we
dunped our kids on them though.

BRI AN
| don't really. | nmean they aren't as
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close as we are to Matt and Julie,
that's just the way it is. W only
asked themto cone over when Leah was
born because that norning, Eric and |
were in the mddle of setting up the
Sega Dreantast when your water broke.
That was the only reason. Well, not
the only reason, they are still our
friends, just as nuch as they are to
Matt and Julie. Just nore distant; not
cl ose enough to invite to neet our
newborn baby the day of. You know what
| mean? But, if you think about it, we
are like the freakin' glue that hol ds
this bl ock together.

CLAI RE
| wouldn't go that far, Brian.

BRI AN
Maybe not, but all of us are a pivotal
pi ece to nmaking this nei ghborhood
thrive like it is now.

CLAI RE
Thi s nei ghbor hood has so nuch to offer
to new famlies like ours. It's great.

BRI AN TALKI NG HEAD

BRI AN
Yeah, we weren't the first couple to
nove in on this block. Matt and Julie
nmoved in across the street, Aly and
Doug, a couple in their m d-40s down
the street, Rusty, a dude in his late
20s lives alone on the other side of
Eric and Staci, a few other couples
further up the street, Eric and Staci
to the right of us, and a nonth or two
| ater, we noved in and everyone was
just amazed by ny awesoneness. That's
exactly what happened. No, but
honestly, I"'mreally glad that
everyone did nove in when they did
because we kind of make up one big
famly, as Claire always says. W have
had sone pretty crazy tinmes, let ne
tell you. I wouldn't change it though
Fer nnood Avenue is the place to be.
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FERNWOOD AVE " THE FUTON | NCI DENT" 03/ 16/ 2020

| NT. BRIAN AND CLAIRE'S LI VI NG ROOM _AROUND 8: 30PM D1

Brian is watching TV while sitting on the couch. He yells to
Claire who is upstairs giving Gacie and Leah a bath.

BRI AN
Claire, do you hear that?

CLAI RE
VWhat? No, I'ma little busy right now.

Brian wal ks hal fway up the stairs to tell Caire what he
hear s.

BRI AN
It sounds |ike Jen and Alex's dog is
cl oser than just their front yard. And
he sounds like he is getting closer
and cl oser to our house.

CLAI RE
Real ly? | faintly hear him but he
sounds like he is as far away as he
normally is, in Jen and Alex's front
yard. Maybe he is just closer to our
property line right now than he
usually is. Wiy don't you go see if
you're so concerned?

BRI AN
"' m not concerned, |'mjust curious
because | don't want the dog to shit
in our yard.

Brian wal ks back down the stairs and opens the front door
when the dog bolts through it.

BRI AN
What the hell! Claire that damm dog is
runni ng around the house!

The dog circles the kitchen and back through the living room
repeat edl vy.

CLAlI RE
Oh god. Get himout! | can't really
hel p you right now. Just stop



pani cki ng and gui de hi m back through
t he door.

BRI AN
(Yells at the dog) C non Ace! Get the
hel | out of ny house! Get out. Jesus,
honey can you cone help ne? He's just
runni ng around the |living room

CLAI RE
|"'mcomng. Just yell at it until it
gets out. Ace, go outside! Go outside,
conme on boy!

BRI AN TALKI NG HEAD

BRI AN
That damm dog. Every night for the
past two weeks, Ace has been | et out
by Al ex at about 6pm and won't bring
hi m back in until 9. CONSTANTLY
barking. It has been driving ne
i nsane.
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